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A REPRESENTATION 

Of the ADVANTAGES, that would arife to this 

KINGDOM, by the enSifg and hi^eniiiig 

MANUFACTORIES' 

But mote eTpeciaUy, by thu of 
W Q O LL E n-C LOATH. 

Wftb an i^fNSiyER to the OBJECTIONS again f tbit 
lafl; and an /Ummt oftbt frtfint Stale , and Succefe 
tf the Manufaftory at NEJlf-MILNES , for Woollen- 
Cloath , Serges , Sil|s ami/ljirorftedftockinas ; and if 
the Rules andOUethoJet otfit^ hy the VteDERTA- 
KERS in the mmtgii^'ifit, 

Widi PROPOSALS to fiidi^at ftall be willing to join 
in that Work. 
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Pcinted in the Year 1685. 
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The ADVANTAGES 

OF 

MANUFACTORIES 

To thiJ K I N G D O M, 

But more fartkiOaKfy of ChOKTH, 

ObjeAions againft it anfveied, with an Account of the (nrefent 
State of tliatat New-miht, and of die Rules and Methods 
obferved in the managing thereof; - 

frith an Ofer cf Cauiitms to Jucb M will Jqyn tb^^ \ 



..■j*- 




0]W great inclinations our Kings have had ever 
fince the year 1 58 1 .to encourage Manu&Aories in 
this Kingdom , may appear by the feyeral A<^s of 
Parliament, and Council, fince that time; fome 
whereof are narrated in die 40th Act of the firfl: 
ParliamQQC SeCi. Charks II. And tnnoAg« 

:he Nation ap^r more for erefting of ManuU- 

docies and Sodeties,than fmpbhis Mi^Hies happie Rediuration: 
As is evident by the fotefaid4oth and the 4x. 43. 45'.46.47. and' 
48. Afts of that Seilion of his MajeBies firft ParLand by the xoth 
AA of the third Sefll of the fame Pari. In which not only many. 
confiderabledSirrMr^^^inMir/Jr are given , both to Natives and Fp- 
raigners , for makingof CftfiKf^ , Stuffs^ Stockings , So^ , to So- 
cieties for i?i/fc/te^J , &c; > but alfo confiderable Privileges 
and Immunities granted to them t and Prohibitions made >lgai Afl!|| 
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' ^rxport^tidlfnport, whichxDiglitbcfrejudicial to fuch Under- 
takings , and many fumptuary Laws cftabliflied. But the ef- 
feftual,and ferious profecution of tfaefe former La\vs,was referved 
for the years of his ROYAL HIGHNES'S CowmiJ/ion,\\ho not 
o»ly procured that A^ for cncouragingTrade and Manu&ftbrfes 
tobc pafled in die 3 . Pari ciChar. the 1 1, and i x Aft thereof , 
/^which has hitherto been more effeftually obferved than any 
former Ads of that nature, ) but alfo His ROYAL HIGHNES'S 
own,and hisF4mi!ie'sExample,inobfcrYiogthefumptuary Laws, 
his Encouragements , his frequent Commonings , and Difcourfes 
with fucl^as he under(lood to be inclined to the promoting of Ma« 
oufadories , didperfwadefeyeral Perfons , ferioufly , to go about 
^he cre6ling Manufeftoiies of ^(?©//i?»-r/(?^ri&. 
We need not infift upon the Advantages arifitig to a Nation frdm 
Manufaftories. It is generally known , that thofe Nations where 
they flourifli moft , 2K propoitionally to their Territories , the 
richeft & moil potent: and where ManufaAories are moft defpifed 
& negle^cd, theie,notwithftandHig of the great advata^ 01^- 
^1? Territories,and;;r/sf^/z;!^Produ<ft,ace nevercheleile i^h infejpot 
in RichcSrSplendor, and Power. Nor can it be bthervvffe :^i£ftbe 
Riches, and outward Happkid&Bf aKingdom, orState^iconfiii In 
the having/»/?«^3^ and abouadanceofidl things, neceflary fbr^ihe 
confir table Subfiftanceof altitsIdiabitantsVevenof the iDweft 
^ mieaneli Quality; then jsit MamtfaAoriesthatcontribute chio* 
fife to the fame. Tbefe maftx A^itl^Spotof ground, vi&. Hollani^ 
110 greater than the Lo^^i^mir, mamiain many Millions richiie , and 
.j^Iendlully. Thefe Jfonce tliey were eftablifiied here, would make 
dVeiry Teneot and Coatter, (whoar under Nobkmen, and Gentle^ 
men,) rheir Wives, $ervants,afid Cliildierr,who formerly were not 
ible to pay their Rents^ andget but:^ miferable ittantainance; live 
confortably, atid Iry^their Handiwork, pay their Rents, pleafantly, 
and pundluallie* Thele would ftrengtnen this Kingdom, not only 
1>y increafing the Riches thereof , but the number of its Subjec^ts. 
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Andthefc \voulJ not only prevent the exporting of many tliou- 
fand Pounds ftcrLout of tliis Kingdom : but in a litlc time, the Ex- 
port of Goods would not only enrich the private Merchants , Ex- 
porters; but tl\e Kingdom it (clf,andcaufc in it plcntie of Money. 
And being by his ROYAL HIGHN ESS, upon thefe confidera- 
tions, invited & encouraged to enter our felves in a Companie and 
Socictie of Cloathicrs , warranted by the Laws of the Kingdom; 
that due Honour may be returned to his ROYAL HIGHNESS, 
who did firft fct us awork,& to the Lords of his Mqjejiie's Privic- 
Councii , who have been very careful to encourage us, by pre- 
^rving, and makingefiedual to us, the Privileges and Immunities 
igranted to Manufa(^ories, by the Laws of the Kingdom , and par* 
ticularly thoie againft the Import oifaraign Cloath ; and that 
others, by our example ^ may be incited & ftirred up, either to j03m 
with us, or fct up particular Manufadories oftlieir own; and 
that the Nation, in general.may be encouraged to the profecution 
ofiiich Manufa6lories,as their Inclination,and profpe(4 of Advan- 
tage ifaall determine them in ; and that Pofterity may reap bene- 
fit and prdfit by our example: we conceived it our Dutey, in 
gcatofuU acknowledgment of out Obligation to his ROYAL 
HICHNfiSS , to give this Account cfour Undertaking , and our 
Succeflc dierein hitherto. 

TfaeWoollen-Mamifa^ries are of veiy great and univetfal uie 
attd ^ionfnmpdon :all the World over » and the Flemings who 
i^rfl;hroughtthenxtOiperfeAionin&iire)/^v hadtruely thatG^/- 
den-Fleece » which faatifi given to the l^xtigoiSfain , in his Rj^t of 
Brabant and Flanders ^ that noble and honourable Otxjer, fo 
^erigned,ratherthan \i\sTeruvian Gold. Andfincethe£«r^/{^» 
i)y me infttoaiod trf the ff^a/Iooneszni Flemings , came to im-i 
ptove their native Wobll , and toeireA Wbbllen-Manufaftories ,. 
which \s about xoo. years ago; they have become Mailers of 
j^reatRichesand Force, of great Reputation ^nd Strength at Sea, 
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4btei»^rt their Dominion in the nanowSeas, and tofecute 
their Trade in all parts ot die known and habitable World ; and to 
maintain, by that only Manufaftory, abore looooo Perfons, and 
from the Port of L^^4!9isr, to export yearly of broad-Cioaths« and 
other woollen- Manufddries , to. tlie value of above 400000 Lib* 
Sterling. 

What is made of Wool! , is either made ufe of in the Kingdom • 
or exported : and is either made of our own Country WcolU or 
Foraign. If made ufe of Within the Kingdom, and that it be of our 
own Wool! ; every Pound , fuppofs of the courfeft WooU , which 
is not worth 5: d. the Pound, ^reckoning 16 Ounces to the 
pound ) comes to yield , when made in Fingrams ( the courfeft of 
our Produd } dy 'd and drefsM i x d. die eln, and aflbords a main- 
tainance to Carders , Spinners , Weavers, Dyers and Dreflers* 
And whcras,within thefe xp.or X4.years fcveral thowfand Pounds 
Steil. have been exported to ^gland yearly, and beftowed upon 
fuch Serges, as are now fold for ix or 13 d.^the eln here, but 
then cofl 1 6 or i^ d^ the yard at \(mdm ; there is not only >none 
imported, but many/thowfand P^ynds Sterl. worth, fent yearly 
to Holland^ and Money brought ljere,/>rj^<?r/^ for them; many 
fcnt to thePlantations;abroad,yea many caried into ^glandxil^^ 
by ftealth, (whence we were formerly furniflied,) and K)ld there to 
good profit. ' And though this fort is made of the courfeft of 
Woolf, and is almoft the ^ourfeft of woollen Stu^ made in the 
kingdom ; yet much benefit iaiifes from the fame , not only 
byfaving the Ex:port of ifo much Money, formerly beftowed on 
fuch; but alfo by occafioning dieimportoffo much Money to 
the Kingdoni. And the beniefit and advantage will be much 
more , when time is iwloye^in making firter Stu^ or Serges: 
as cxn be madeappeaE by the^akingof that fort of Serges cal- 
led Stirling ferges,Nvhere one Pound of our own Wooll,(not worth 
8 fli. Scots the TronepQund,) (hall yield xQlns of Serge or there- 
by; which when dy 'd and drefft^d in doath Colours , is fold here 'm 
•^ ^ ' * Retail 



with proiitc for 14 fhll. the clri : and within thcfe 
eight yc^rs, were wholly impojtcd frem ^^land, and coft 
; there , albeit not finer than this, alvvaycs. x, fli. x Peace and rfti. 

4 Pence Sterl. the yarde. 

And as more People are imployed in making of thefc Searges, 
requiring more time in Spinning and Weaving; fo when made, 
beingdouble the value and price of the former, tlieydo now not 
only fave a great SummeotMoney, wliichvvas yearly exported 
and beftowed on the like in ^gland , but within thefe three 
years , good quantities have been exported to Holland^ Warn- 
iurgh, Spain, the JVe Si-Indies , ancl otlier Places, (as can be 
made appear) and thereby Money brought into the Kingdom ; and 
it ^^ but eight or ten years at moft , fmce any Quantities of them 
were begun to be made here. 

To alcend yet higher to mixt Searges, Cloath-Scarges , and 
thefe called in /r^»!fr^ Searge.de iyTz/S^^i*, which can.be made of 
the fame Wooll with the toqner , or not two Ihillings Scots the 
Pound dearer , and yet do yi<hd double or triple the price ; with- 
in thefe two years our people are come toagreatperfedlionin 
diem, in fo much that feveral Pieces arc made as nne, as any 
ordinarly made in France or England , whereby alfo in a Ihort 
time , a great Summe of Money formerly exported for buyinj 
thefe Goods, will be fayed andf keeped in the Countrey, an( 
^ Money gained by Export, and many ^ufand3 get a Lively-hood 
' tvho formerly lived idle in rnifery and vvant. . 

But the moft artificial and beneficial Commodity made of 
Wool is Cloath , and the finer the Cloath be , the more Perfons 
. are imployed about it, and the Benefite of it the greater. This Ma- 
.'nufaftpry of Cloath enricheth England 2S\A Holland. Nay there 
.are many more peoplejniployed^ and much more Profite made, 
arid Money iniported by this Manufaftory alone , than by all the 
other Manufaaories in EngkHidpytitA togither ; i( being almoll 
Iricredible what vaft Quantities of Cloatl^es they make , what vafl: 
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^mmesofiiibiiey(be(iddGoods)ihe Return of the Cloatlies 
they yearly eimort to Turky ^ the Straiu , SPam ♦ Holland , 
^crtugair Fr^mct^ Ham&^ tho ff^efl-lndies , and man^ 
other places produce; and it is evident how immenfly benefr- 
cial it is: iSbr were it not fo / it had not continued ib long amongft 
them , nor had fuch endeavc^rs been ufed to monopolize 
k to their Nation , and fuch ftricft Laws made and execute 
againd the Importers of Cloath and Woollen-Stufle fromforaig/i 
•Countries into £«^iiw!r4t 

But although thek exsmipte aFond may ftifHcientty demonftratc 
the great Profite, that may arife to this Kingdom from making of 
Cloath above all other Woollen Manu£idories , it is evident of it 
felf t FOR if that Manufiidocf bemoft profitable to any Natioft 
and confequently to this , that prereocs the gteateft Export and 
occafions the greatellImp|Ptt oiV^tktf^md winch with leaf): 
expence of Money befiowed upQi^|aign Materii^ , doth im* 
ploy and give a confortsd)l4^ively-hood to vaft numbers of peo- 
ple and am>akleth Profite toUd^ icismanifeft , the Manufactory 
ofCloathhatbthefeAd^^intj^tthoveallOther. . 

Forfirft, tha€then^iflgpfCio£ttbm-theI<angdbth^'W 
fave the greateil: ExpOit of Motieyof iiny Mariuf^ory , can be 
^lenionftrat from the Cuftome-books , and Bocks of Merchants » 
and chat whenCloath was imported, the value thereof was not 
only (nuch Aioj:^ than airf other p9X6cxht^cies of Go(xls» 
but ofmore value than all SilkGoods. And if Flowred Silks^ ^ 
Silver and (sold Laces, White Laces and other iuperfluous 
Goods now prohibited, be iiot reckoned, the value of Cloath 
yearly imported exceeds all the other Goods together: Seir^ 
many thbufands ufe Cloath that make uie of lit& or no other 
foraign Goods; and n^ft of thefe make life of i^ot^ 
ayear. - . ;. . ;^ 

Secondly , that the Cloath^ work in Scotland ttiVtQcds of time!, 
tf followed and improvea » may and will't)oeafibfi die gre^tteit 
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port of mOfie^*' is evident from the examtsleof bur neighbour^ 
Nation : and that even Scotland mdyfcnd abroad and fell as cheap 
as England f feing the value of all Cloath conftfls chiefly in the 
Workmanfliip , and tliefe that can live cheapeft , can work chca- 
peft, and thcfe that can work cheapeft , can make the cheapeft 
Cloath; and fo export and under-fcU others : as already is evi- 
dent, we have done within thcfe ten years in our Scargcs: and is 
neither impoflible nor improbable tQ be attained (in few years) in 
Cloath. For if atiy (houldhayeaffirmed ten or twelve years ago . 
that Scotland {hovld h^we e;cported Searges and underfold^^- 
gland ^ or any Jiave affirmed xoo years ago * that £f/i^/^/!r^il)ould 
have exported and underfold Flanders and Hollaud for Cioaih 
and* Searges » it would bavQ bcea tliought as improbable if not 

For the third and laiTPbnich: proving its advantages. That 
upon fmallexpences of mpney beftowed upon foraigne Mate- 
r^als,jtwill imploy, and give a confprtable Lively-hood tovaft- 
numbers of people and aflbord profit to all , appeareth thus.; 
Iftheverybcftfiiperfiliei^i2«r()^'Gl6atli th^^t can be made, re- 
quire a very fmallSumme of naortey to be beftowed upon foraign- 
Materials , and will a^bqrd aJLiv^y-hood and profire to many:, 
people; then the cheapeft .Ck>ach which can be made wholly of. 
our own Wool, andcjie i)[udle Cloath , nay all below tiie fuper- ; 
fine , which require but a mixture of feraign Wool ; wiM. require 
larlefs export of money optof th^ Kingdom ; and af^objd a Live- > 
ly-hood to many. Bi|t fo it is that the beft fuperfine Sfanijh 
Cloath when dreflcd, weyghs but one Pound two Ounces or one 
Pound four ounces at moft pcr.^11 , and dotb not require of Sfa^ 
mjh Wool undreflcd , faibled or wafhed, two pounds and a half,, 
which doth ftahdufually twenty fcui fliilling^cots the pound , . is 
five ihilling^ Staling; ^^dtherc is not any othei foraign Materials 
hiadei^eoBn tt«;fe^ Oyl and Dyeitig-ftuff; which to a yard 
pitClPoiliy^ extend^ tWieeflijU Scocsor four at xiioft : fo that 
. ''^ * ^ B for 



for the beft Cioath that can be made » for which we pay 17, 
18 or 19 (hill. Stcrl. fer yarde abroad , there is no more 
money exported for making it than five ihil. and four pence , 
the reft, being twelve ihiilings Sterling per £11 remains in the 
Countrey: and in midle Cioath, the charge of money 'for fo- 
raign Materials will not be two fhillings fix Pence Sterling the Ell; 
in thecourfeft , nothing but for Dying-ftufle and Oyle which 
null not be above lour Pence. 

The nixt thing to be proven,is the vaft number of poor people, 
and others imployed in this Work , and the profit arifing to 
each; which is evident, fciiig we have already 7x6 imployed, 
who have daylie wages, and ftill in the way of grouth.' 

Nor doth this Manufa<floryfumi(h advantage only to the im- 
mediat Servants of this Imploy , butjj^veth profit to Wrights, 
Reed-makers , Card-makers ,^ layers , and others : for to the 
Manufactory of Card-makers alone , we have pay'd the lalt 
year fifty Pounds Sterling , befidef what we Have had from 
abroad. 

Confidering then , that the ereAing , following and impro- 
ving of ManufaAories for Cioath in tms Kingdom , would fave 
.the export of much money, and may iaibme few years occafion 
the impon of more ; and that a fmall Sunsme of money will fur- 
niih all foraign Materials necefiary thereunto , and that it would 
give a confortable living anciiiiaintainance tofuch a vaft number 
ef people , and profit to diem : It is hoped that all ingenious 
Spirits and Well' wilhers to the Countrey and to the poor and the 
publi ck good , will not only obferve the Laws made for encourag- 
ing thereof, but alio promote, and contribute to ereA Cloaut 
]yUnufadlories themfelves. 

But (bme objed and obtrude againft this our fo probable and 
profitable Endeavours , firft , that it is a Nc^elty. Secondly , 
that we will never be able to make it ibgood» or bring it to that 
perfcil^ion as it ic in England. Thndly , &c wt wiU never make 
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it fo cheap , for what is now fold is extravagantly dear. Fourth- 
ly , that we will never be able to furnifh the Countrey. Fifdily * 
that in die mean time people cannot jget Cloath. Sixthly , that 
it can never be liindrcd to be imporccd, and that the Laws againdd 
itsimport will not be tmt to Execudoa 

To tlie firft, if Novelty be a good Argument againft a good 
and profitable work , tlien there muft be no Reformation from 
lazienes and ignorance , no new invention of , nor improve- 
ment of Arts and Sdehces. 

. Secondly, it cannot be imagined , what fhould or xran hinder 
pur comity to perfeAion in making of Cloath, except the pri- 
vat intereu of fome^whofefubfiftence hitherto in a great mea* 
(lire depended upon die vending of foraign Cloath^ obftruA or 
^retaidit; who by their (ftfcoorfes difcourage people to make or 
^undertake, and brit^ maBcious Reports upon any that is made 
; here , and by ftealth bring in fonugn Cloath to hinder the fale of 
yrhatwemake. For, it cannot be cfeny'd, but the capacities and 
ingine of our people « aire as goodas thdfe of any other Nation ; 
.ara what ever Trade or Science we have apply 'd our mindesto, 
. we have been as eminent in the knowledge and praAice of it , 
. as the generality of any other Nation : and perfection in any 
. Sdence of Art is not attained fiiddenly; time and praAice bring 
men to perfe^on in Arts , even frequendy the mod dull for 
Sciences , will by time and practice beoome pctkfi in Trade : 
and this is not ibdifficult, but dik in two years pra6tice, our 
conmiop people are come to a confiderable perfection , fo that 
akeady they make fome Cloath that would cod 1 6 ihill^Sterl. the 
ell in England, And are now upon making the fined Kinds; And 
people mud be brought to perfection by degrees; fc^ the Spin- 
ners whoreceavedtM former year ^ dreceave now 9 d.and i % d*, 
and Weavers who receaved the lad year but 30, have now45' 
and ^oihillings Sted. the piece, by reafon of the improvement 
of both. So.thattQ a05j:ffle we fliaU never come to perfection, 
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as it is a malicious and unjuft reflection againftourCountre^, 
'•(dioutany ground , unworthy of any Country-manto affitme, 
Ex|^rience hath in all other Arts, and a htle time will even in 
lis demonflrat its falfhood. 

To the Third , that \re will never be able to make fo cheap as 
1 Englwd, and that what Cloath is now fold, is extravagantly 
ear; it is anfwered, that albeit in the bcgfnning the Undertaker^ 
lud be iit a great Cxpence to fct up , pay great Satlaries, Fees and 
Vages for encouraging 4)epple to worii: (Our Country people 
leing very backward to any new thing or ftrange , and not eafilie 
' .rawn from their old way of livii^, though the new be mora 
onfortabie and better) yet beyond all doubt, where the price and 
»alue of any Commodity conlift in the Workmanfliip, and not in 
he Mfaterialls of which it is made, (as all Ctoath doih , as is made 
. evident before) then where, it can be cheapeft made>itcanbc 
: ;lieapeft fold , and where they who make if, can live and mantain 
; hehifclves cheaped , ' they can makeit cheaped ; and in few Na- 
ipns of the World can work-people livfi cheaper , nordo any live 
' J cheap as in this. And fo beyond all peradventure , we may be 
; h\t to fell not Only as cheap V but ina ftiortdr time cheaper than 
any other Nation: and the Undertakers TkiNfiw-milnes doubt 
not but in two years more, to be able to fell as cheap' as any for- 
merly made \nlSngland. But when^ll Pfeiiriccs,and work-peopk 
* now iearn in T and working tjicrc , fhall come to difperfe them- 
ftlves through the Country, ahd work by themfelves , and the 
■ knowledge of it become more general ; Thefe doin§ then for 
themfelves, will certainly work cheaper than any pu Wick work 
can,^ and will be undoubtedly able toiell cheaper than our Nigh- 
" hours. And as fa the difadvanrage the Country hath by the Re- 
' ftraint. That vvhatCloatli is fold, is extraiyagahtly dear, and ^^^^ 
Licdges exa(?^ed upon : We anfwer , that this Complaint is either 
inade of loraign Cloath imported through ftealth , or of the 
Cloathnuide m the Kingdom. For the destftti of foraign Cloath « 
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although wecjuftifienottheExac^tors^yetrothcBuytrsitisbut ' 
tqa finall a punilhmenc , for fuch whole Prodigality « Pride or va-: 
nitie , will prompt ihem to thwart and crofs fo publick and Nati^ 
onall a Good , and by their Practiceencouragexhe brcadi o( the 
publick Laws \ And as ( he Tempter is more guutic than the temp* 
Ced; So thofe who knowingly and willingly buy forai^nCloath. 
are the only Occafion ot the breach of the Law , and dilcouragers 
of the pubhck Good ; and a litle of that now fpen t upon Excrava- 
gancies , and which they pay beyond -the worth ot foraign 
Cloath, would ( if rightly imployed) ^uicklie bring the Nation 
to a perfection , to make as good as vvhat they pay too dearly for. 
But for the extraragant dearth of wiiat Cloath is ntadc in this 
Kingdom , It is a malicious C alumnie,' raifed by tliefe , \\ hole 
private Advantage is eroded by the Law, who likcDefnetrius 
will rather raife the City in an Uprbsu*, than be difappoynted of 
their gain , and who make it their bujflhiefs to cru(h it , and their 
^ordinary Talk to declaim againft it ; though the difference 
betwixt Cloaih made in '- anutaftoryandloldinRetailebyMer- 

* chants be very litle, if any tiling more than vvhat the fame fori: 
.of Cloaih was fold for be tore, as can be made appear. Yet 

in a few years , we will undertal(ietdiei it cheaper than 

ever it was fold in Scotland. And although as has been 

faid , it may be fold hereaiter as cheap and cheaper than in 

. ^glafjd^ yet it cannot he expcftcd fo m the beginnmg , when we 

[have all Prpvifipns to make, a ^p:st Sxodk .o[. money to be- 

.ilow uponLoomes, and all other lyfatcrials , great Saliaries to 

[ pay to. foraign Scrvantsto inftfuft ourowh people, goodFe^'s 

and wages to give to our own pepple to caule tnem feave their 

/fprma and follow this. y^\ihich at the beginning 

* they were very averfefrojn^ withfuahy other lofles and incohvc- 
. nienc^s attehdinjg beginners , and the Undertakers of any new , 

* though tieveL'fooencficiali imployments. Thefe things coiifi- 
"^^Qtcdi as it i^ no wonder that'it is a iitk deare , fo-confideringthe 
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meriy diey hate ufed , yet there is not any that need want cioath- 
ing, even of Woolen-ftuff, Cloath or Searge, and that finer 
(akhoughwewantEnglfihClodth,) than the generality bfpeo* 
pie in moft places oftjuc world do wear. For, mod Kingdoms of 
the World even Fn»^^ it icIFfor Cloath cfpecially , are fup- 
ply'd from England^ and the Low-countries , And in thefe Nati- 
cms, it is only the Nobility , (bme oJF the Gentry, and chiefeft Bur- 
gefies that uiefuch ; the rell being forced to concent thcmfelves 
withas courfe doatbing and couifer^ than what our Country rf- 
fbords. And in truth, it is not our fine cloathing that will either 
add to our Worth , Riches , Virtue , or Reputation in the world , 
but the imploying our. poor and commons in Manufactories' 
would indeed add exceedingly to all. How were we fupply'd 
ado years" ago before the' making of Cloath was -come to any 
perfection m England^ ! How was England fupplyed when all 
foraign Cloath was ordained to be burnt , and none iu ftered to be 
imported? And as ft iswident , that that argument would then 
have been ridiculous and impeitinent, to haveob.ftructed ib good 
a Law for promoving fuch a Work ; So now fuch an arguriient- 
4deferves not only co be exploded ; but every per fon who for pride 
or vanity ^whichthis Country may. very u^ll dif pcnfe with^ will 
needsuleforaigndoatii, andieiidfota futeofCloathes from a<^ 
broad, of purpdCLtaiuii^ pride , rather then ufe what is 
made at home ; isiaxijefiieiii^^ and to his Connrry. to 

faynowotfe;: fe|peda^l)r:&ingthe Country is already come tolo 
great a lenKtb:in lo fhortai^inie , and will in a litle more come to a 
greater, ^nottoanequatiengthwithournighbours. < 
:. l^aeiSthobjcctiottis-.Xhat^^t^ of forraign Clbath will 

never be gotten full obfhucted , andchat the Lawes againft Im- 
porters wHl never be fully execute. " ' • 
. Xo this we anfwen^let every Objector & CompLeaner,confi)rme 
ihemfdi vea to fo gpoda Utx^ there will be few Trahlgreflbrs-.but 
wbUdthe Objectors ateTtas%b8(^rs & bad£xathpletoothers,nb 
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vronder it be difficult to hinder the import. 

Secofulfy, why may not the import of Cloath from Englandio 
any Kingdom be afwell obftradled , as they obftruct the import of 
this Woollen Goods i rom this. 

Thirdly , if people will be fo perverfe, and act fo contrary to the 
intereft of the Nation , and efpecially of the poor in it , as to con- 
traveen the Lawes by bringing in fbmelitle by (lealth; yet if the 
Lawes be execute pubctuafiy and (everely againft the greateft or 
but the one half of the tranfgreflbrs , (which may eafily be done ,} 
the p jnifhment of thefc willprove fuch a terrour to the reft,& their 
benefit will be fo fmail ^ ^confidering the great charges and trou- 
ble they are put to in {lealling,)that it is not to be doubted but they 
will be forced to give over : efpecially Confidering that the Ma- 
nufactorie in a very litle time, will be able to fell cheaper than 
they can bring it in , although they had nothing to pay but the 
dutie. 

Fourthly^ as to their bold and prcfumptuous aflertion , that 
the Laws will never be execute ; as it is derogatory 
to that veneration we ought to have to thefe Lawes, So the - 
contrarie may with much more probabilirie be hoped and aderted: 
Seing thefe were made upon fuch folide and honourable grounds 
for tne Kingdomes advantage and well faire, as the, fame is de^ 
monfttat and made plain from the foregoing reafons and the ' 
proceedings of theUndertakers.Aiid in that the firfl motton of the 
undertaking proceeded from his Royal Highnefs ; and that it was 
at his defire this Manufactorie was erected, and that x 4 of us have 
ventured a confiderable part of our Stocks upon it, trulling to and 
relying upon the execution of thefe Lawes ; And have now 
brought our undertaking to a confiderable length , His Majedie 
will not fufSbr fuch gooNd Laws to pafle un-execute or to run in 
defwetiude , To the great lofs and difad vantage of the Kingdom , 
todiflappointment oi his ROYAL HIGHNES'S good intenti- 
ons towards it and roin of the Undertakers. 
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It may be yet objefted, that former Work« of this Natur 
were crci^ed ,* as at New milnes , xy4ire and Boningtown 
Vihtch were all left rffand given over 

But to this wc have thcfe anfwers. Firfl, That none of th 
Undertakers of thcfe works were Retailers of Cloath themfeivej 
and fo ab hough they^ could make Cloath . leing they could nc 
iell it ^ ' they could not f urnifli money to carie on their wori 
Secondly, f heir Stock was too fmall. Thridly, the fame Me 
thods were not taken that arc taken in this. As for inftance \\ 
the matter of Servants , they had theirs on dayes wages , where 
by they were cheated and exafted upon, wliereas we have Set 
vants upon cercaintie conforme to their work , the Scriblers zxa 
Spinners conforme to tl^e Pound,and the Weavers and Dreflers f< 
much upon the ell and piece. Fourthly, all the Undertakers wer 
wh6lly unacquainted in the dfaire, and laAlie they wanted th 
great Encouragement of the Prohibition of foraign Cloath 
which clearly ihewes the great iDifTerence betwixt thcfe crede< 
tlien,and now: and yet that at ^^fzeM^V^i^ preceeding 165*0 
was in a thriving condition till Dundee was (lormed , whei 
their Cloath was taken, and the troubles forced it to ceafe. 

1 here cannot be fu^efted any other Objection agaihd Manu 
fa<R:ories in general,, or the woollen-Manu£iAories in parti 
Ciilar. 

: It remains therefbre,that we give account how great a length w 
have brought the Work fet up by us at hfju-milnes , & uport wha 
r^tionalgrounds we proceeds and by what rules we walk, tha 
hfs Majefly, Royal Highne(s,and Government may fee. hov 
ready the Undertakers are to contribute to the publick Good, ani 
that xhe Kingdom may be convinced, both of the advantage c 
our Undertaking and Probability of its Succefle; and that nc 
only others may be incited by our Example to Contribute to th 
like , but alfo may be inftrudled^ how to proceed and lear 
Itom our £xperience.» (a cheap and dafie way) how t 
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profecuce Defigties of diis Nature to die greateft adv^ 
tage. 

When his Royal ffighnefs out of a love to the Kingdo 

advantage , did confider how many improvements this 1 

tion could make , and how all tliofe were negle<%ed , and 

Country and all Ranks of people likely to be ruined , by tlic ^4 

chants importing ten times more of Goods in value , than tl 

did export, andail peopls general Profufenefs andProd^al 

whereby noconlyaU the Money in the Kingdom was like tc 

exported in Jperse , but that in procefs of time a great part of 

Lands of the Kingdom behooved of neceffity to become the I 

pertie and Podemba of Strangers and Foraigners : becaufe G< 

lemeo not having Money w pay the Merchants , would 

forced to nKXgage dieir Lafid« to diem « and Merchants 

havmg to pay ForaignefS,chey muft of neceHTity for their f 

rity ^md SatisfaSionvtake a right to the Merchants morga 

and that this mult neceflariy have followed is evident 

that the Kingdom b^un to bedrayn'd of all | Money 

that the En^lijh money was not to be had under 6 < 

flsrCent , Qzxit at any rate, andSxchtage rofeupbet 

Lmdm and this place to ix or 15* ferLent : our four N^ 

pieoes the heft Coyn of diis Kingdom were almofl wlx>ll 

Krted , and above xoooo Pounds Sterling , was export 
filers « 'm mtm 1680. His/ Royal Highnes eonfid 
thefe things appointed a Committee ef Trade, where himfell 
jfided , and where 00 prevent ib certain a ruine , it was ena 
that all expenfive,(uMrfkious<?bod^%^uldbe difcliarged 
worn, and that all iGoodsmade of Wool'Or Flax, which 1 
be made in this Kingdom , as cheap as any where elfe^fl 
be difcharged to be iinported. 

Which Law, altdiough a perfcA-Remedie to our diftempc 
Prevention of x>ur ruine ^ witnefs the alteration fince, of th 
change from ix or i; , to x and 3 fer Cent betwixt th; 
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Ungiand , . and that although the Merchants were due to Fo- 
raigners at the making of the Law vaft Summes of Money , 
which are not yet all payed; yet Englijh Money which could 
not formerly be had at an^ rate , hacn come into the Kingdom 
this year , and is now currant Money for Money : yet if no 
perfons had undertaken the ere(^ingof ManufaAories,the good 
Defign of the Law had been wholly fruftrat. 

Wherefore his Royal Highnes was not only pleafed to endea- 
vour and procure the making of the Law , but called fomeof us 
privatly , and with the force, of reafon , and confideratioa of 
the publick good , perfwaded us (although confiderablc to our 
privat lofle^ to contribute to the upfetting of this Cloath-Manu- 
izdioty , which we have made our bufienefs (ince to profecute. 

Whereupon having received from Sir James Standfie4d^ 
the generous and noble of^ of his Walk-mills and all his 
Office-houfes which are many great and fpaciqus, And that 
not only at a fmall rent , but which rent is not to be payed 
him , but out of the free profit arifing from out Stocks after 
the rent ^f our money is payed to us. 

We did upon the i oth of <JHay i 6 8 1. each fub- 
fcribe for the aummes we were to advance. l^Juiy i68i we 
wrote for a Mader to the Work, and fix Servants, only , who 
caine here in xyiuguji i68i. 

When he came, he altered the former Methods in thisMa- 
fiufa(R:ory of paying Servants by dayes Wages , to a certaine 
price , conforin to their Work ; and doth indeed Mannage all 
to the. utmoft advantage. We begun at firft with two Loomes 
only, there after in 0^arch\i%%. eight Looms » in OBober 
i68x. 14 Loomes , and now we have %$ Loomes conftantly 
imployed , and have ordered the fetting up i o more. As we 
begun with few and proceeded to more , fo having all People 
so inilru(^ , except tne Mailer and 5 or 6 Sheer-men , we be* 
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gan fo ftiakc the courfcft of wnitc Cloaths at fitft , wherciri 
we continued to OSfober i68x ; then we turned part of our 
people to courfe mixt Cloath , and (b gradually on to finer , 
and now we arc upon fupcrfine Cloaths , and have brought 
the Spinners and the reft of the Work-people that length, that 
\i'ehope?gainftcJ7/^ next to have fuperfine Cloaths als good 
as generally arc made in England. 

We have cntred in a mutual Contraft, whereby we have 
jbound our felves to fuch Rules and Methodes , as itt probability 
ifae undertaking cannot fail , except in cafe of publick and 
uniyerfal Calamity. To give a full Accompt of all, would be too 
c^ous; only thefe more general for information and in* 
ftniAion. 

The whole Members are to meet four times in the year, or 
. oftner as Occafion calls , to examine Accompts , and order 
allafBiirs by the plurality of voices, which the reft bind them 
to obferve. 

I'hc orders at every meeting are to be fubfcribed by the 
Praefes. At the general meeting in t^qy they nominat five 
Perfons to be Mannagers for the fuccceding year : whereof three 
are to be a ^orum^ who are toMannageall aflairs, conform 
to the Rules of the Company, Which Mailnagers are to meet 
once every we^k atleaft or oftner as Occafion calls : and each of 
which five Mannagers are obliged ^0 accept and difcharge the faid 
Office or pay xo pound Sterl.to the common Stock. At every 
new elci^ion, two of the old Mannagers are to continue , atid 
three new to be chofen . 

Each mans intereft in the Company is to belong to his Heirs 
and Aifigney s ; if female, to the eldeft without divifiOn ; if minors, 
one of their Tutors orCurators,only are to have voice in the mec- 
^ tings of the Company. ' 

For the firft three years no Perfon has power to lift any part 
of liis Stock or intereft » but what profit is made in that time 
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is to be added to the common Stodk , after three years every man 
is to have the rent of his firft Stodc put in by him , and what 
profit is^made more for the 4th,5th5and 6th vears^is to be added to 
the Stock, and after that time, the general meeting (hall deter- 
mine how much of the profit (hall be uplifted, and that none 
ihall have power to call for his firfl: Stock without confent of the 
general meeting or their Plurality. 

That ail the Cloathes made in, and brought from the Manu- 
factory, fliall be firft brought to the Chamber and Warerhouft; 
of the Company keept at Edinburgh , where the Quorum of 
the Mannagi^rsis to price the fame, adding two pence /^^ihiU 
ling Sterlings upon what the Mailer of the Work declares it 
(lands in making ; which Goods fo priced, each Perfon is boundlh 
loreceave, and pay.preient money for, conform to. their lots: 
Which Cloarh or Goods (b falling to their lot , in cafe they do 
not take out, within 14 dayes next after it comes to theCbiuiT- 
ber, it is to be publickly roiiped. And if at the Roupe^ they 
ihall be ibid at lefs then it isV alued at;then the lofs is to be chai^gea 
to their account to whom it did belong by lor , and they ztp 
not to receave any part of their Rent, profit or Stock , untiU the 
loisbe payed!; Andif fuch ihares ihall be rouped atmorerhen 
it was valued at, the advanuge is to accrelce to the common 
Stock. 

Our Cloadies are divided in four Prices , viz. the firft lot 
is at 7ffhillings Sled. Per EU , or under; the fecond from 7 to i o , 
inclufivt : the third trom i o to 1 3 inclufive , and the fourth fort 
all ^ve 1 3 fliillings. 

Each Member drawes a lot for every 100 Pound he 
Stocks in , which lots ace recorded in the books of the Com- 
pany, andasthe Cloaths of thefe Prices comes in , begets in 
courfe according to his tot. 

. At the RfHipeveryPedfon before he Offer t confignes two 
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fhiltings Stcrline upon every Pound value of the Goods to Ix! 
rouped; and if aher tlicRoup is declared , he rake not out the 
Qoods within 24 houres atcer. he iorteirs his confignation 10 the- 
ufe ot the Company, and the Cloach is to be rouped of new 

And that the Work may at no time (land for want o^Mate-^ 
riils, it is appointed that there be allwayes 6 months Provi- 
iion or 4 at lead of Wool, Yairn , Dyeing- ftuffcs , Kaw- 
doaths , &c. 1 hat none oi the Work-people may want Work : 
and therefore the Maflcr from time to time is to give Notice of 
what he will want, four months before to the Clerk, and the 
Clerk to the Mannagers, that it may be provided; and in cafe 
itbenegle6led through any of their defaults, the faulty Perfon 
istopaytheDamnage. ^ 

And although we judge, it would tend more to the Kingdoms 
Advantage, that other Manufactories fhould be ere<^ed, and 
that thelc were diffufed in feveral parts of the Kingdom. And 
although we have been at great pains and troubfe , and run fe- 
veral hazards in tlie ereding , eftablifhing and bringiti^ our 
ManufaAory, this length ; And have made very profitable 
ContraAs, (which we might judly Appropriat to ourfelves)- 
yet to manifeft our Concerne for the pubitck Good , we are 
willing (although to the prejudice of our privat Intcreft ) to 
* admit of any to joyn with us , who (hall defiie the fame , 
before the firft day of March nixt , and to communicat the- 
benefites acaefcing to us upon thefe conditions. 

. Fir/? • that every Perfon admitted , muft prefently pay at 
lead 100 Pound Stcrkng with the Interell thereof, (inci 
the refpeAive times that we pay M thefame. 

Secmdly , that they fubfcribe to the feveral Contracfls and 
Rufes of tlie Companie , and bicar their hazard of by pait as well 
as future lois or gainc. 

FOR our Siik'Jfofki^g Work wc need give no other De* 
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ni^ftfation of the advance of It , the* t.^ar we offer to fuf- 
nifli all the Merchants in Scotland. SUkStockms of all colours 
and forts, as cheap and good as they are bought at LQndcn\* 
And upon Advertiiement to furniih them , conform to the 
ibrts. Quantities and colours dcfired. 

This Kcprefentation of the ftatc and condition of the Cloath 
Manuiaftoric , begun to be fet up by us within rhefe two- 
years and fome few Months, with the fpccial Allowance of ^ 
his LMajefites Privie Council, we have thought fie to pu- 
bliih , finccrely profeffing and declaring , that what is hemn 
offered in relation to the faid Manufa(^ory, and the probabi- 
lity of its Succcfs fi\\t Laws made for our Encouragement 
alway es continuing , As hithereto they have , to be put in 
execution^ is trueth, and what we find by Experience; and 
that we apprehend no difficulty therein , but what may arife 
fiom among our felves, and particularly by the Merchants 
Importers: who if they would be pleafcd either to enter into 
Societies by themfelves , ^in order whercunto , we have can- 
didly imparted our methoids and Rules, to ' nvite them thereto, 
and fhall with all cheerful readinefs , when any number of 
them ihall call to us ,* and crave our aflliftance, fully impaic, . 
and conceal no part of what we know , or have learnecT by 
our praftice ) or joyn witli us in the terms offered , and for- 
bear and defift fecretly and privatly to import foraign Qoath. 
And. that thefe of the higher Rank and Qualitie , would for an 
Example to others , pundlually obferve the Sumptuary Law , ^ 
and make ufe of the produ(^ of what is made in the Kingdom 
only , and no other , for fome few years ; and wear Cloathes 
of our making : Which we affirm and offer to Tryal , to be 
tnielyand Loyally made in Colour , finefs , and good work, 
futeable to the rates. And if thefe of inferior rankes , 
wlio fpend mod: of their time in theCounuey, would 
condcfcend for fome^ few years 9 to make ufe of Stuffs^ 
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7)r(^at , SeoMe 39^ Uifmes , and the like , ( in which thd 

Nation hath alr^y arrived to a confiderable perfedion , and 
can afibord plentie);:v^e nothing doubt by the blefling of God, 
affiftanceof Authoritieandinduftrie, in aihort time to fee the 
Nation flourifh by that Manufactory, andnotonlybefuificient- 
ly ferved within its felf for its own Confumprion ; but able to 
export with advantage , and keep a great many poor at work. 
And thereby keep and preferve a confiderable (lock of money 
in the Kingdom , which went out for importing Cloach , and 
to bring in Money , by what we fhall export. 

And being aflured , that this Nation aftoords many Noble- 
men, GeAtlemen and Merchants of publid Spirits: and that for 
the Manufactory of wooUen-Cloaths and Muffs , There arc 
many place s JaL th e Kingdom , very proper and convenient: 
Particularly tfiPrown of ^/r^j where houfes » Milnes and 
other conveniences are already built ; and xy^erdeen^ about 
which place , the Commons are verie ingenious, and can livo 
very cheap. And confidering what advantage may arife to the 
Kingdom, by Linning Manufactories , no Nation spinning bet* 
ter and cheaper , We do earneflly intreat all who love the Ho- 
nour , proiperitie and wealth pf the Kingdom , cordially and 
fpeedily to fet about the ereAing of Manufactories for Cloath, 
StufBXinnen & others. And we who have already begun.expedl 
all Encouragments from the Merchants Retailers ; And that 
the fmall profit and intereft of a prohibit Trade , mannaged 
with the great hazard of difcovery, will not prevail with them 
againft the Good of their Nation , and their own particular 
Advantage , if duelie Confidered : efpecially where we chear- 
fullie ofter to them a fhare and interefl: in our Manufaftory 
in the terms above reprefented. 

IRIS. 
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